Working Together 2007

By Mark Threllfall

“The spirit of working together benefits dogs everywhere.” With these words, the United States Canine Registries (USCR) opened its Conference and opened the minds of its attendees at its National Meeting and Conference in Las Vegas in November of 2007. While the concept of dog people actually working together across various registries and affiliations may sound implausible to many, it is nonetheless the operative doctrine of the USCR. 

The two-year old organization brings together an assemblage of registries with long histories of service to the sport of purebred dogs. Several of the member organizations have been in operation for well in excess of 100 years. Collectively, they represent the interests of over 1 million dog owners and their dogs. Individually, these organizations have proven track records and work diligently to protect and preserve the dogs that are such an integral part of our lives. Cooperatively, they bring a new dimension and depth to these efforts.

The two-day conference consisted of one day of science-related lectures and discussions followed by a day of canine legislation. The speakers offered new insights with respect to their areas of expertise. Kicking things off was Eric Johnston, Senior Manager of Operations for MMI Genomics, a leading animal molecular diagnostics business committed to discovering, developing and validating DNA marker-based diagnostic products to improve animal health. His discussion featured a virtual tour of MMI’s Davis, California facility and, most interestingly, a peek into the development and future of MMI’s newest product, the Canine Heritage test.

Eddie Dzuik, Chief Operating Officer of the Orthopedic Foundation for Animals (OFA) gave an overview of the OFA, their Canine Health Information Center (CHIC) and the DNA Repository Program, new initiatives by OFA that promise advancement in the fight against orthopedic and genetic disease in animals. Eddie’s history in the sport as an exhibitor and breeder gave his presentation depth and relevance to all in attendance.

Master of Foxhounds Association’s Director Dennis Foster gave a presentation entitled “Your Dog Doesn’t Want Rights.” His rousing and well-researched program held audience members rapt, delving into the realities of the Animal Rights movement and their guises, hidden agendas and methodology to ensure a future petless/meatless society. He focused his talk on the HSUS, which he considers the worlds biggest “anti” organization. HSUS has world wide connections to other anti groups that don’t appear to be anti.  One example is the “Wildlife Land Trust” an organization owned by HSUS asking people to donate their land to them for conservation and wildlife which results no hunting allowed once given to the Wildlife Land Trust. They are an animal rights organization, not animal welfare.  They spend their money and efforts to change our laws and lifestyles to fit how they see the world.

Patti Strand, Co-Founder and current National Director of the National Animal Interest Alliance (NAIA) presented her spectacular talk on “The Hijacking of the Humane Movement.” Patti’s long fight in the area of Animal Welfare is well known to many and her commitment to the effort is evident in every slide of her presentation. NAIA is a leading media resource for all issues related to animals and animal welfare.  Patti is a recognized animal issues expert.  She is quoted in numerous trade, professional and scientific magazines and lay publications to include major media newspapers, talk shows, radio and TV. Her presentation focused on the anti attack on purebred dogs and breeders and city and county humane organizations that take care of unwanted pets.  She brought out the fact that 300,000 puppies are imported each year from foreign countries to humane organizations in the US that do not have enough puppies for the local demand.

The conference ended with a pledge by the participants to encourage their membership to join and provide assistance to NAIA and USSA (United States Sportsman’s Alliance) who fight for our right to own/use animals and to live lifestyles with animals.  Each organization will contact their memberships on legislative issues that effect dogs to assist NAIA and USSA in their fight against the animal rights movement. 

To date, the member organizations are The American Dog Owners Association, American Dog Breeders Association, Inc., American Field, Cavalier King Charles Spaniel Club, Master of Foxhounds Association, the National Canine Association, and the UKC, (United Kennel Club).  Joining the member registries for the first time were the Australian Shepherd Club of America and the Professional Kennel Club. Also in attendance was My Dog Votes, which helps dog groups campaign for responsible dog ownership, Dog World Magazine and numerous other dog organizations, clubs, and federations.
